An animated film sharing stories of life in
South East Northumberland.

“I like when you watch
some animation, you get
a sense of the presence of
the person who made it.”

Introduction to the project
For the past nine years, Museums Northumberland bait has been
working with people and communities in South East Northumberland
on a series of arts and creative projects. We work in partnership to
support more people to create and take part in inspiring and highquality arts experiences.
Close Knit is one of the final projects in this programme, which is
funded by Arts Council England and Northumberland County Council.
For the past two years, the creative team have worked with groups
from across South East Northumberland to capture and create Close
Knit. It is an animated film documentary that is a nostalgic and heartwarming trip down memory lane, as well as talking about hopes for
the future and reflections on life in South East Northumberland today.
It is a mash up of people’s experiences and reflects the diverse
community of people that call South East Northumberland home
in 2022.
Read on to find out more about how the project came about, the
inspiration for the film and the people who have been working
collaboratively on the project to make it.
We hope you enjoy watching Close Knit. We would really appreciate
it if you could share it with your friends and family. It is available to
watch for free at www.baittime.to/close-knit.
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Where it all started
In November 2019, to kick off the final phase of the 10 year
programme, Museums Northumberland bait held a series of public
consultation events to find out what the big themes were that local
people wanted to explore through creative projects.
The themes of connected communities, isolation, the environment and
sharing culture and heritage emerged as priorities. In March 2020 as
the country went into lockdown and our lives changed dramatically,
these themes became even more important and relevant.
Throughout the pandemic, Museums Northumberland bait, the
creative team and participants adapted and evolved, learned new
skills and utilised new digital ways of working to ensure they stayed
connected as a group and enjoyed and benefited from creative
activities.
The creative brief for Close Knit took inspiration from Carole Fife’s
lockdown activities and the Aardman classic ‘Creature Comforts’.
Following an open call and interview process, the decision-making
group selected to work with artist filmmaker Amanda Loomes and
sound artist and musician Alison Carlier to work alongside animator
Sheryl Jenkins to bring the ambitious animation project to life.
At every stage of the project, local people have been invited to
take part. Sharing their favourite places and connected stories
and the sounds and music that best reflects life in South East
Northumberland.
You can read more about Carole and the inspiration for the project
over the page.
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“Close Knit has been an exciting project
with collaboration at its heart.”
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“My something to do during lockdown; was really
a series of challenges to keep me going. If my
brain isn’t active, I keep falling into the slough of
despond - and reach for the biscuit tin!”
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The inspiration
Carole Fife, a keen knitter, and founding member of Bedlington
Creatives, has been involved with Museums Northumberland bait
since 2017. When the pandemic hit and the world went into lockdown,
the first thing Carole did was make sure she had plenty of wool!
Carole knitted four teddies and put them in her front window. Every
day they did something different and as the pandemic continued
Carole began junk modelling using household items to make the
props they needed for their stories.
Over the days and weeks, the collection of characters grew, to include
four socks that lived under the bed, an acrobatic troupe of six pegs
and three spoons and a spatula who ran a pizza delivery service!
The daily stories were much anticipated by Carole’s neighbours and
enjoyed on daily walks. And as the pandemic continued the toys in
the window had quite a social media following.
Carole was keen to work with animator Sheryl Jenkins in the research
and development phase to see what would happen if the ‘Toys in the
Window’ became animated, as that was creatively the biggest interest
at the time. Following this phase of work, the creative brief was
written setting out the decision-making groups ambitions to develop
it into a bigger creative project involving the wider community and
this formed the basis for Close Knit!
As Close Knit continued, Carole has been an active member of the
Bedlington Animation Group, who have met regularly on zoom and
in person, collaborating with Sheryl to create animated scenes that
support the audio stories collected by Amanda Loomes and Alison
Carlier. Carole is also part of the decision-making group planning the
exhibition and launch event for the premiere of the film.
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Meet the creative team
Sheryl Jenkins
Animator
“Through Close Knit, there has
been a strong element of people
supporting one another. At a
weird time for everyone, we had
a motivation to catch up and
focus on something together.
I’ve loved how everyone has
brought their own creative input
and found ways to engage in
the project.”
Amanda Loomes
Artist filmmaker
“Working on Close Knit has been
a real privilege. People have
been so generous with their time
and creativity, and I have loved
sharing this journey with them.
It feels as if we have all become
close knit.”

Alison Carlier
Sound artist and musician
“Working on Close Knit has
been a joy from start to finish.
It has been wonderful to work
closely in co-production with
the community, sharing ideas
and discovering real gems
of creativity. Gathering music
and sounds unique to South East
Northumberland has been very
special, and I hope that the film
serves as a portrait of the area,
and what it is to live here.”
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The people and groups involved

The creative team have worked with groups from across South East
Northumberland to capture and create Close Knit. It is an animated
film documentary that is a nostalgic and heart-warming trip down
memory lane, as well as talking about hopes for the future and
reflections on life in South East Northumberland today.
It is a mash up of people’s experiences and reflects the diverse
community of people that call South East Northumberland home
in 2022.
Bedlington Animation Group is made up of 15 people from across
South East Northumberland. They joined together and learnt a variety
of animation skills, working collaboratively on zoom and in person
throughout the pandemic with Sheryl to create the animations that
bring to life the audio stories.
Northumberland College ITC level 2 and 3 students worked with
the creative team too as part of their course to create artwork that
represents their views and ideas of the community around them.
Being involved in Close Knit has enabled them to apply the skills
learnt in a creative way and see how what they are learning can lead
to career opportunities in animation and creative industries as well
as being a lot of fun.
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Credits and thanks
Close Knit has been created by people
living in South East Northumberland
working with Sheryl Jenkins, Alison
Carlier, Amanda Loomes and Museums
Northumberland bait
Animation by Sheryl Jenkins
Sound design and interviews by
Alison Carlier and Amanda Loomes
Produced by Bridie Jackson
Sound mastered by Mat Clark at
Sonica Studios
Subtitles by Beacon Films

Animators:
Animation by Sheryl Jenkins with
members of the community, including
Bedlington Creatives, Students from
Northumberland College ICT levels 2 and
3 and Bakri Aasi, Nahla Albasha, Hasna
Sheiako, Yasmine Alshaar, Lana Alshaar,
Belal Aljibouri and Nader Alshaar
Interviewees in order of appearance:
Frank Bertorelli, Ann Pattison, Lana
Alshaar, Peter Rand, Doug Mitchley,
Eunice Lawson, Yasmine Alshaar, Anne
Lytollis, Nahla Albashar, Carlos Valencia,
Bakri Aasi, Maddison Clark, Garry
Edwards, Hasna Sheaiko, Yaris Aykol,
Joy Gradwell, Sheila Harrison, Kerry
Carrs, Ellie Hopper, Connor Smith, Peter
Downes, Jill Common, Carole Fife,
Marion Agar
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Music:
‘The Keel Row’ – Traditional Tyneside folk
song, arranged and performed by Jason
Thompson
‘Close Knit’- Composed by Alison Carlier,
arranged by Geoff Carlier, performed by
Imogen Carlier
‘Humming’ - Performed by Bedlington
Community Choir
‘Ullulating’ – Nahla Albashar
‘A New Dawn’- by Carlos Valencia,
performed by Carlos Valencia, Alison
Carlier and Bridie Jackson
‘Miner’s Lifeguard’ - American trade
union song by Charles Davies Tillman,
performed by Bedlington Community
Choir
‘Traditional Syrian Folk Tune’ - Lyrics
improvised and performed by Bakri Aasi
‘Bonny at Morn’ – Traditional
Northumbrian folk song, arranged and
performed by Jason Thompson
‘Cushie Butterfield’- North Eastern folk
song by George Ridley, performed by
Jayess Newbiggin Brass Band
‘Cushie Butterfield’ - North Eastern folk
song by George Ridley, cornet solo played
by Sara James
‘Improvisation on Keyboard’ – Performed
by Lana Alshaar
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With thanks to:
Aardman Animations, Andy Symanowski,
Ashington Leisure Centre, Astrid Adams,
Belal Aljibouri, Bedlington Community
Centre, Bedlington Community Choir,
Blyth Tall Ships Williams Gansey
Project, Caffè Bertorelli, Carole Gassney,
Chris Ord, Connor Smith, Cramlington
Community Hub, Dennis Turner, Diane
Lytollis, Emma Illey, Freeman Thondhlana,
Fiona Johnstone, Friends of Ashington
Community Woods, George Cuthbertson,
Gladys Aynsley, Janice Snowball, Jayess
Newbiggin Brass Band, Jill Metcalfe,
Joynob Arafin, Marion’s Wool Shop,
Music Partnership North, Nadar Alshaar,
Newbiggin Genealogy Society, Newbiggin
Maritime Centre, Northumberland College,
Rab Stewart, Sarah Holmes, Susan Rand,
Suzy Fagan Parr, The Northumbrian
Ranters and Woodhorn Museum
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Museums Northumberland bait works in partnership to support
more people in South East Northumberland to create and take part
in inspiring and high-quality arts experiences. All projects aim to build
a stronger future with the people who live here.

www.baittime.to
twitter.com/bait_timeto
facebook.com/baittimeto
Our Funders

Our Consortium Partners

