Participants from Open
Door at Highlights
Rural Touring Craft and
Conflict exhibition at
Newbiggin Maritime
Centre
Credit: Jason Thompson
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From October 2013 to January 2019, bait has worked with 225 partners
to deliver 186 projects – that’s over 14,082 hours of activities, creating
127,845 moments for people to take part.
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baittime.to/
celebrate!

theatre shows from the Edinburgh Fringe
Welcome to the ninth edition of
Festival to present in venues in South East
‘bait time to celebrate’ in which
Northumberland.
we share stories and learning
from across the Museums
Strong partnerships underpin all these
Northumberland bait programme in projects and we are delighted that following
a successful bid to Arts Council England,
South East Northumberland.
Over the last 5 years we have made
significant progress towards our ten year
vision, with firm evidence that more people
from a diverse range of communities are
regularly taking part in the arts, and that this
is having a positive impact on both individual
and community wellbeing.

Rachel Adam, Project Director,
Museums Northumberland bait
Credit: Sophie Sutherland

In this edition we feature four projects in
which local people are shaping cultural
opportunities in the area. From the
Ashes (p18) began in summer 2017 with
conversations and taster sessions in creative
writing and drama. 18months on, a group
of people aged 7 – 70yrs have worked with
Curious Monkey Theatre to write, rehearse
and record a new radio drama for broadcast
on Koast Radio.

Museums Northumberland bait will continue
into a new phase, from October 2019 to
October 2022 (p14).
Finally, you may have spotted that some
rebranding has taken place over the last
few months. Museums Northumberland
(new public name for Woodhorn Charitable
Trust) continues to lead on delivery of
bait and Rowan Brown, CEO of Museums
Northumberland explains how the new
name more accurately communicates the
breadth of work delivered by the trust across
Northumberland (p10).
Rachel

Rachel Adam, Project Director,
Museums Northumberland bait
Developed with brilliant local partners, Open radam@museumsnorthumberland.org.uk
Door (p6) and the Bridge Project (p24) both (01670) 624 475
		
began in early 2018. A year on there are
rich reflections on the skills, confidence and
friendships people feel they have gained, as
well as future arts ambitions.
Audiences are also growing for A Great
Night Out (p12) in which local people select

Museums Northumberland bait works in partnership to support more people in South East Northumberland to create
and take part in inspiring and high quality arts experiences. All projects aim to build a stronger future with the people
who live here. Museums Northumberland bait is part of the national Creative People and Places network.
Our Funders
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Our Consortium
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Participants from Open Door at
Highlights Rural Touring Craft and
Conflict exhibition at Newbiggin
Maritime Centre.
Credit: Jason Thompson
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baittime.to/celebrate: issue 5 – Autumn 2016

Turn the page
to find out how
we’re helping
to create links
with the refugee
community
in South East
Northumberland
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Opening Doors
Above:
Participants
from the Open
Door project
in Cramlington
working with
artist Eva
Mileusnic through
a collaboration
with Highlights
Rural Touring.
Credit: Jason
Thompson.
Facing:
Participants from
Open Door at
Highlights Rural
Touring Craft
and Conflict
exhibition at
Newbiggin
Maritime Centre.
Credit: Jason
Thompson.

How a new arts programme
is helping to create links with
the refugee community in
South East Northumberland.
Since February 2018, Museums
Northumberland bait have been
working with the resettlement team at
Northumberland County Council to develop
Open Door, an arts project for refugees
who have recently resettled in South East
Northumberland.
So far the project has welcomed more than
60 people aged between 1-65 years to
fortnightly sessions in Cramlington, working
with six different artists across a wide range
of art forms, including painting, sculpture,
print making, drawing and textiles.

The group created a series of feet shaped
lasts individually decorated with transfers of
textile patterns, representing the movement
of cultures from one place to another. Bridie
says, ‘It was quite ambitious - beautifully
created and very impressive. And more than
600 local people came to see it.’
The numbers were so high in Cramlington
that Open Door sessions are now happening
in Blyth as well, making the programme
more accessible for families who have
resettled there.
Jaziya Ibrahim is originally from Syria, and
now lives in Blyth:

‘We’ve been coming together as
a family, me and my daughters.
The activities are very good and
encourage people to join in. I’ve
met people I might not have
Bridie Jackson, Creative Producer at
Museums Northumberland bait explains,
otherwise met and we hope more
‘As with everything we do, it’s been shaped
local people will join the group.
by what local communities are interested in
doing - before we started we consulted with Lots of people have different
skills here, so we can all learn
lots of families, and we’ll keep listening and
adapting as we go.’
something new.’
‘The first taster sessions really whet people’s
appetite to work towards something bigger
together, so when we were invited to help
create an installation with Eva Mileusnic as
part of the Highlights Contemporary Craft
Tour we jumped at the chance.’

Several of the Open Door group have taken
part in or volunteered on other projects, and
ten participants have gone on to take part
in Active Citizens, a British Council training
programme which supports people to set up
and run their own social action projects.
6

Bridie: ‘It’s been amazing; everyone has been very open
minded about exploring different art forms and we’ve all
adapted to working together which is great. Probably the
biggest success of this project is that it’s been a springboard
on to other things. They’ve come along, tried something new
and it’s given people a taste to try something else.’
Bakri Assi and his wife Nahla Albahsa from Syria, but who
now live in Cramlington, both signed up for Active Citizens.
Bakri says:

‘We’ve learned a lot from the Open Door
project; we love the people here, we all help
each other out. We didn’t know many people
before, but through the group and then at
Active Citizens we’ve met a lot of people and
exchanged ideas.’
As well as trying her hand at new things and improving her
English, Nahla is keen to share some of her own skills with
the group, having worked as a seamstress in Syria where she
trained others. ‘We’ve learned so much here, and I would
also like to share my skills with others. I am proud to share
my culture. We would really like the group to grow, and for
more local people to come as well.’
And Bakri made his stage debut in Old Boy this spring.
Chosen from the best of the Edinburgh Fringe by local
residents, through another project commissioned by
Museums Northumberland bait, it has been recreated with a
cast of real life Northumbrian grandfathers and grandsons.
Bakri proudly shows us a video from rehearsals, saying ‘It’s
the first time I’ve done any acting, but I’m really enjoying it.’
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Moving to a new place can be very isolating, and working
with the resettlement team has highlighted that resettled
refugees are more likely to experience poor mental
health than the local population, including higher rates of
depression. It’s still early days, but Open Door participants
say taking part gives them an increased sense of well-being.
Nahla agrees:

‘After the first session we all got
closer and closer, we became like
family. We don’t feel different here,
we all help each other and we feel
at home here, because the people
are so lovely. Coming to the Open
Door sessions has made a real
difference, I feel motivated to do
new things. I like seeing people
smiling, the world feels good
again.’
Sisters Khayrat and Nada come to sessions with their
families and are keen to make more connections with the
local community. Khayrat: ‘I came so my daughter could
make friends, and I’ve made friends too. The children really
enjoy doing different activities here, and we’re looking for
other local groups now for the children to join as well, like
Brownies, or a football club for my teenage son.’

baittime.to/celebrate: issue 9 – Spring 2019

Nada: ‘We come as a family - me, my husband and our two
children. Our kids are so happy here. The little ones are
learning a lot, they get upset when they miss a session!
We’d like local people to come as well, so we can make
more new friends.’

For more information on the Open Door project,
contact Bridie Jackson bjackson@
museumsnorthumberland.org.uk or 01670 620274

The resettlement team at Northumberland County Council
and Museums Northumberland bait are talking to the group
about what they’re interested in doing next. Stephanie Pym,
Community Engagement Officer at the council says:

‘There are lots of families that come together
but many of the group have told us they’d like
to meet more local people, so we’re looking at
ways to support this in the future. For example,
we’re developing a volunteering programme
which we hope could help us to do this.’
Some have expressed interested in curating as well as
making work for a new exhibition. Bridie says, ‘We hope the
weekly sessions in Blyth and Cramlington will culminate in
an exhibition in October curated with some of the artists
who’ll work with the group this year, including painting,
sculpture, photography and print making.’
Stephanie adds, ‘They’re very keen to work towards an
end goal together. The idea of putting on an exhibition is
spurring people on to come more, rather than just doing
one-off taster sessions. For example, Jaziya’s daughter
Evlina is interested in art and has a real talent for it, so
through the exhibition we’d like to help her get some
experience of curating.’

Above and facing:
Participants from the Open Door
project in Cramlington working
with artist Eva Mileusnic through a
collaboration with Highlights Rural
Touring.
Credit: Jason Thompson.
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Sharing Northumberland’s
Stories
Museums Northumberland is
the lead body for a consortium
of organisations, including
Northumberland County Council,
Northumberland College,
Northumberland CVA and Queens
Hall Arts, delivering the bait
programme in South East
Northumberland.
The consortium came together with a shared ambition
to support the delivery of the 10 year mission: to create
a long term increase in levels of arts engagement, driven
by the creativity and ambition of people living in South
East Northumberland, having a demonstrable effect on
the wellbeing of local people and levels of social energy
and activism within communities and the means to sustain
those changes in the future.
The breadth of representation on the consortium brings a
wealth of skills, experience and networks, which extend the
opportunities for the mission to be realised.
Top:
Northumberland Miners’
Picnic at Woodhorn
Museum.
Credit: Richard Kenworthy.

Facing, l to r:
Frost of Forgetfulness
family workshop at
Woodhorn Museum.
Credit: Jason Thompson.

Above:
Rowan Brown, Museums
Northumberland CEO and
Chair of bait consortium
board.
Credit: Jane Coltman.

Community Consultation
at Hirst’s Party in the Park.
Credit: Jason Thompson.

Whilst the delivery of the bait programme doesn’t change,
you may have noticed that Woodhorn Charitable Trust has
formally adopted the name, Museums Northumberland.
We caught up with Museums Northumberland CEO Rowan
Brown, Chair of bait’s consortium board to find out more.

10

Rowan: ‘The title Museums Northumberland aims to
communicate more effectively the four museum sites run by
the trust – Woodhorn Museum, Hexham Old Gaol, Berwick
Museum and Art Gallery, and Morpeth Chantry Bagpipe
Museum – and to represent more accurately the museum
service as the custodian of Northumberland’s heritage and
culture.’

‘Our partnerships through the
bait programme extend the reach
of Museums Northumberland
in the South East of the county,
supporting the charity’s vision to
share Northumberland’s stories to
connect, enrich and inspire.’
‘Prior to the rebrand, under the name of Woodhorn
Charitable Trust, there were concerns that few people
understood the scope of the trust’s work across the county.’
Rowan adds, ‘We want to be explicit about our offer
and to signify our pride in supporting the people of this
wonderful county. Few people ever understood that our
portfolio of England’s oldest gaol, England’s first planned
barracks, the UK’s first bagpipe museum and the last colliery
left from ‘Europe’s largest pit village’ were all under the
same umbrella organisation, and that they all testify to
Northumberland’s role in shaping the world.’
‘This is just the start of the changes to come for Museums
Northumberland as the county’s newest Arts Council
England National Portfolio Organisation. We’re extremely
grateful to Northumberland County Council and to Arts
Council England for their generous support in facilitating
this transformation and for the regular funding both
organisations provide to support our work.’

Visit www.museumsnorthumberland.org.uk for more
information.
11

Museums Northumberland bait Consortium members

A diverse range of partners form the Museums
Northumberland bait consortium. Their extensive
experience and networks help to shape the programme.
Museums Northumberland - The lead body for bait,
Museums Northumberland is the public name for
Woodhorn Charitable Trust, an independent charity
providing the county’s museums and heritage services.
Northumberland College - Northumberland College
is the largest provider of further education in the
county with centres in Ashington, Kirkley Hall, Berwick,
Newcastle, Hexham and Blyth.
Northumberland County Council
Public Health – The goal of public health in
Northumberland is to work alongside communities and
partners to maximise wellbeing and health and reducing
inequalities among residents in Northumberland.
Culture – The county’s Cultural strategy aims for local
people to benefit from a range of experiences that
enhance quality of life, health and wellbeing making
Northumberland an outstanding and special place to
live, work and visit.
Queens Hall Arts - Queen’s Hall Arts is the charitable
company that manages the venue, Queen’s Hall Arts
Centre, Hexham and provides an art service to a large
part of rural Northumberland.
Northumberland CVA – Northumberland Community
Voluntary Action (CVA) provide information, advice,
training and support to volunteers and local voluntary
and community groups across Northumberland.
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A Great Night Out

Grandad Russ and
Grandson George
performing in Old
Boy.
Credit: Jason
Thompson.
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Over 150 people came to see
three special performances of Old
Boy in February 2019, the latest
performance in the ‘Great Night
Out’ series of events.
For the last three years, a growing team of Community
Programmers, local residents from across South East
Northumberland, have visited the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival and selected a series of shows to bring back to
venues in South East Northumberland to share with a
wider audience.
Old Boy by Glas Performance featured a community
cast of grandads and grandsons and told the stories and
memories of these special relationships.
What the audience said:

‘I really enjoyed the event, it brought back
many memories for myself - fantastic!’
‘It’s a really great show, it tugged on my
heart strings’
‘A wonderful night, all of the actors were
great. So pleased to have this in the area’

Great Night Out events 2019
100 Homes
100 Homes asks, How do we define what makes a home?
Created by Belgian theatre maker Yinka Kuitenbrouwer,
it features stories from South East Northumberland
along with those from people from around the world.
Save the dates so you can take a peek through the
keyhole...
Monday 24 June, from 6.30pm:
Headway ArtSpace, Waterloo Road, Blyth
Wednesday 26 June, from 6.30pm:
East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington
Saturday 29 June, from 6.30pm:
YMCA Northumberland, North View, Ashington
All tickets £5, book online at:
www.buytickets.at/agreatnightout
For any queries, please call: 0191 645 8998

A Great Night Out has been co-created by people
based in South East Northumberland, through a
project commissioned by Museums Northumberland
bait working with The Empty Space.
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• has the programme helped
develop skills, ways of working,
investment and resources that
support quality arts activity?

• has the programme had a
demonstrable effect on wellbeing and levels of social
capital?

of people taking part in the programme live
in South East Northumberland (2013 - 2018)

84%

previously having a low or medium level of
engagement with the arts (2014 - 2018)

92%

of people who have taken part in the bait
programme (using WEMWBS) report an
increased sense of well-being (from a
sample of 402 from 2014 - 2018)

72%

raised by groups and partners from
applications to funders to continue working
in the arts (2016 - 2018)

£145,000

‘We know it will take time to embed lasting change, but already, we’ve got the evidence
to show that the bait partnership approach is making a real difference.’

• has the creativity and ambition
of local people helped to steer
and shape the programme?

• has the programme created
long-term change in levels of
arts engagement?

To what extent, and in what ways across South East Northumberland:

Project Director, Rachel Adam shares progress against this mission.

Over the last five years significant
progress has been made against
our vision with firm evidence that
more people are regularly taking
part in the arts. This success
has been achieved by working
in partnership with trusted
organisations from all aspects of
community life. We’re an action
research programme, so we review
the effectiveness of the programme
by asking four key questions:

bait progress
In 2012 the bait consortium set a ten year vision ‘to create long-term
change in levels of arts engagement, driven by the creativity and
ambition of people living in South East Northumberland and having
a demonstrable effect on the well-being of local people and levels of
social energy and activism within communities.’
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Men – We need to build upon work
started in phase two to work with more
men. If successful, this will balance the
data which currently shows that more
women than men are taking part (male
27%, female 61%, prefer not to say 12%).

Young People (13 – 25yrs) - We know
that young people across South East
Northumberland have an appetite to take
a lead and influence decision making. We
will work to ensure there are increased
opportunities for young people to shape
projects, to learn valuable skills for their
future.

Refugees - South East Northumberland
has increased ethnic diversity since
60 refugee families have resettled into
the area. As the only arts programme
currently working with this community
we will continue to lead the way, creating
community links through arts activity.

Keep up to date by signing up to the bait e-newsletter for updates www.baittime.to

Older People (65+) – Data shows that
28% of people living in South East
Northumberland are over 65. We will
build upon the successful partnerships
we’ve made with organisations and
groups who work with older people to
increase opportunities for people to take
part.

The diversity of partnerships and groups is increasing into our third phase.

‘The next phase of the bait programme will build on successes
and learning so far, but with a targeted approach on four priority
groups.’

Following a successful bid to Arts Council England, Museums Northumberland has been awarded a grant to
extend the bait programme into a new phase from 2019-2022. We’ve also attracted continued investment from our
consortium partner Northumberland County Council Public Health. Our focus remains on the 10 year vision, thinking
ahead to 2022 and beyond.

So what does the future hold for the bait programme?

baittime.to/celebrate: issue 9 – Spring 2019
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Turn the page to
find out how people
of all ages from
across South East
Northumberland
have created a new
radio drama

17
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From the Ashes
Above:
From the Ashes
celebration event
Credit: Jason
Thompson.
Facing:
From the Ashes
radio drama
rehearsals.
Credit: Jason
Thompson.

In 2017, Museums Northumberland
bait consulted widely with people
in South East Northumberland,
asking what artforms they wanted
to try. From this, a range of taster
sessions were offered and feedback
from those sessions unearthed a
great interest in storytelling, drama
and creative writing. A group then
formed and put together a brief
to work with artists to develop
Ashington’s own radio drama.
Over the last year, Curious Monkey Theatre Company and
writer Gez Casey have been collaborating with people
from South East Northumberland of all ages to create an
audio drama called ‘From The Ashes’.
The satirical drama is about a fictional community called
Stonebridge, where a hole appears in the ground. A crisis
develops when a child apparently gets lost down it, just as
an ‘important’ government minister is in Stonebridge on an
official visit.
As the ink dries on the final scripts, we caught up with two
of the participants, Chris Brock and Theresa McCue, to find
out more.
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So can you both tell us about how you’ve
been involved?
Chris: Well I’ve been involved in the writing
process, mainly. Though I also play a small
part in the play.

the writing group began to play about with
these characters and to develop storylines
around the theme of ‘the hole’. We’d discuss
and debate how this story should proceed,
and slowly this developed into a three part
draft script which the wider cast began
performing and refining with us.

Theresa: And my main involvement has been
with the acting. I play the town Mayor.
Have you found that to be a challenging
process?
What is ‘From the Ashes’ about?
Chris: Definitely! And as a group, we weren’t
Chris: In brief, it is about a fictional
short of strong opinions… Sometimes we
community called Stonebridge, in which a
had to be ruthless, too - killing off our own
hole appears.
characters and whole plotlines if they didn’t
fit the overall story. But finally, we have
Why a hole?
something which we have all contributed
to, and which I think we are all really, really
Chris: It just seemed to offer us so many
proud of.
possibilities - for action and drama, and for
plenty of comedy, too. But it also works as
Theresa: Absolutely! The whole thing has
a metaphor to explore the psychological
been a really interesting experience: being
hole in the lives of these individuals and
a part of this collaborative process and
their community. Then there is the link to the watching it all come together.’
history (and the current politics) of the area,
the link to mythology even. The list goes on... Other than writing and performing, what
have you got involved with?
Describe your way of working, has it been
different?
Theresa: My main interest in the project
was in learning about filmmaking and sound
Chris: Yes. The whole process has been
effects, which we are doing, but now...
collaborative. We spent quite a lot of time
as a group exploring different ideas through Chris: ...She’s one of the stars!
drama and writing, before the theme of ‘the
hole’ was eventually chosen. Everyone was
Theresa: Well, quite! [pulls a face]
then invited to invent the characters, and
19
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Chris: Museums Northumberland bait and
Curious Monkey Theatre have encouraged us
to be involved in the whole process: making
the sound effects, jingle writing, filming,
recording, creating artwork, social media,
marketing, doing interviews (like this one),
and so on...
And if somebody reading this would like to
get involved in future projects?
Chris: Get in touch! The legacy of all this
is really important. We don’t want this to
have been a one off experience that inspired
us, all too briefly, and then sank without a
trace... We want it to grow into something
lasting for the community - with new ideas,
new artistic projects evolving from this.
Theresa: These are the conversations we are
having at the moment, and so if you’d like to
be involved in any of this, get in touch.
Just finally, is there anything more you can
tell us about the ‘From the Ashes’ radio
play? What can we expect for the people of
Stonebridge?
Chris: Nice try!
Theresa: I’m afraid you’ll just have to tune in
and listen to find out!
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When will it be broadcast?
From the Ashes will be premiered on
the following dates in three 20 minute
episodes on Koast Radio, 106.6 FM and
online at: www.koastradio.co.uk
Episode 1. Monday 13th May, 5pm
Episode 2 Monday 20th May, 5pm
Episode 3. Monday 27th May, 5pm
The episodes will be repeated on the
following dates:
Episode 1. Friday 17th May, 10am
Episode 2. Friday 24th May, 10am
Episode 3. Friday 31st May, 10am

If you’d like to find out more about how
to get involved with future projects
with the group, email Bridie Jackson
bjackson@museumsnorthumberland.
org.uk or call 01670 620274.

Above and facing:
From the Ashes
radio drama
rehearsals.
Credit: Jason
Thompson.
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Turn the page to find
out about how doing
something creative
has supported skills
development

Participants from the Bridge project.
Credit: Jason Thompson.
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Building Bridges
Participants
from the Bridge
project.
Credit: Jason
Thompson.

How doing something
creative has made a
difference to people taking
part in an employability
project in South East
Northumberland.
In 2018, Museums Northumberland bait
and the Bridge Project teamed up to offer
arts workshops as part of a programme to
remove barriers to work for people living
in South East Northumberland. Bridge is an
employability project that supports people
who are furthest from the labour market
to gain confidence, improve their skills or
make changes in their life.
Martin Conway, Engagement and
Participation Worker, with the Bridge
Project explains how it all started. ‘We
had a conversation with Lisa at Museums
Northumberland bait about how we could
support people together. bait really live their
values - the whole team. We’ve been able
to quickly build trust because there’s an
openness there.’
The seven-week pilot started in April 2018
with two north east artists, graphic artist
Tommy Anderson and ceramicist Judith
Davies. As well as the weekly sessions at
Woodhorn Museum, the group also visited
the Laing Art Gallery in Newcastle and

BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art in
Gateshead.
At the end of the seven week pilot the
group were so keen to carry on and try
out different artforms that they decided to
find a way to continue. Supported by the
team at Museums Northumberland bait and
Bridge, the group agreed which types of
art they were most interested in, shortlisted
10 artists, conducted interviews, and finally
chose four artists to work with, specialising
in spoken word, drama, sculpture and graffiti.
Martin explains a bit more about the process:
‘There was compromise, some disagreement,
negotiation, debate, strong passionate
opinions when it came to choosing which
artists the group wanted to work with. What
makes a good artist to work with? Not just
artform, but their personality, approach,
enthusiasm.’
Why did you decide to get involved?
Dawn from Seaton Delaval: I was struggling
with my mental health. I was having trouble
going out of the house, I had a total lack of
confidence.
Tasha from Blyth: I came because I’ve
always been interested in art, and I wanted
to see what new skills I could learn. I’ve never
had the confidence to do something like this
before.
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Sam from Ashington: I didn’t go out of the
the opportunity and letting people run; they
house before, but I like art so I came along to make the decisions.
see what it was all about. Best thing I’ve ever
done. It feels like a family, even though none What difference has it made?
of us knew each other before.
Dawn: Taking part has brought me out a lot
Peter from Guidepost: I used to work in
more. It’s given me back my confidence, I
an adult education centre in Blyth. After
was lost but I’m starting to feel like my old
the staff were laid off because we lost our
self.
funding I started to suffer from depression
and anxiety. Doing this has got me back into Tasha: I’ve always kept myself to myself,
art.
but now I’m more understanding of other
people. You realise other people are going
Bridge Worker Claire Crowe says she
through the same thing. I’ve bonded with
has already noticed a difference: ‘It’s all
people I wouldn’t normally meet, we’re all so
happened quite quickly - we’ve really just
different.
run with it, and the beneficiaries have been
involved in the whole process. From working Sam: I’m a lot more confident. I’m
with Tommy [Anderson] in that first session
transitioning, and I love the fact that the
the group have really flourished - people of
group accept me for who I am. It’s given me
all ages from different backgrounds became the courage to be who I want to be. When I
a group and have already achieved so much first joined I never spoke, so I know how that
together.’
feels, but I feel like we can help the newer
people - I felt like taking them under my
‘The group said they’d feel more confident
wing when they first started.
going for an interview now they’d been ‘on
the other side’. It’s not a ‘training course on
Peter: I’m getting out a lot more now, it feels
interviews’; this was a real life situation, the
like I’m moving forward. It’s a really good
artists were going through what they would group, we’ve become friends.
go through if they were doing a job interview
so they could put themselves in their shoes.’ Have you learned anything new?
Martin: We take a more holistic approach; it’s
about people’s skills as well as developing
confidence. This programme is helping us
to uncover people’s talents. We’re providing
25

Dawn: I’d never done ‘art’ but it’s introduced
me to colours. The graffiti art project at
Woodhorn Museum was loads of fun, and the
artist (Jamie Evans) was very inspiring. It’s

Participants
from the Bridge
project.
Credit: Jason
Thompson.
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Above and facing:
Participants
from the Bridge
project.
Credit: Jason
Thompson.

funny how the inspiration from the painting
then came through into other artforms,
like the writing. It opened my world up to
being more creative. My whole life is more
colourful now.
Tasha: I’ve learned interview skills, and
how to express myself better. I like seeing
what other people have done, and giving
feedback. I love the fact that Bridge has
given us a chance, they don’t look down on
you. You don’t even realise you’re learning
skills, you’re just doing it.
Sam: I like the fact that it’s not just tasters,
we’ve got time to learn and make progress.
We all bounce ideas off each other. When
we went to a gallery that day, seeing the
artwork helped us to express ourselves,
whether it’s in words or pictures.

Sam: We’re involved, we get a say in what
happens. Normally you get told what to do
but we had meetings to decide what we
wanted to do. I want to be a support worker,
so having meetings has given me a taste of
what it’s like. We’re learning how to plan an
exhibition now.
Tasha: Picture of the Mind is the title - we
came up with the name when we were
drawing, and it’s all about mental health, so
it made sense.
Using the skills and artforms they’ve
learned, the group is planning a celebration
or exhibition to raise awareness of mental
health in summer 2019.

What’s next?
Dawn: I’m motivated to write now, and I’m
really making progress. I’ve got a children’s
short story I’d like to get published.
Peter: I’d like to get into community arts
development. I’ve taught PhotoShop before,
and I’ve got a qualification in web design.
I didn’t think of that route before, but now
I’m thinking about what I actually want to
do - it’s the difference between having to do
something, and doing something you want
to do.

Bridge is funded by the European
Social Fund (ESF) and the National
Lottery, through the Big Lottery Fund,
as part of their joint Building Better
Opportunities Programme. More
information on Bridge can be found at
www.bridgenorthumberland.co.uk
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www.baittime.to
twitter.com/bait_timeto
facebook.com/baittimeto

Museums Northumberland bait works in partnership to support more people in South East Northumberland to create
and take part in inspiring and high quality arts experiences. All projects aim to build a stronger future with the people
who live here. Museums Northumberland bait is part of the national Creative People and Places network.
Our Funders

Our Consortium

